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Researchers  at  Duke  University
Will  Lead  the  Initiative

Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.,  has  been  awarded  $2  million  to  initiate  a  new  clinical  research  network  focused  on
antibacterial  resistance.  Total  funding  for  the  leadership  group  cooperative  agreement  award  could  reach  up  to  $62
million  through  2019.  Funding  is  provided  by  the  National  Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  (NIAID),  part  of
the  National  Institutes  of  Health.
  
“Antibacterial  resistance  is  a  serious  and  growing  public  health  threat  that  is  endangering  the  global  medical
community’s  ability  to  effectively  treat  conditions  ranging  from  simple  skin  infections  to  tuberculosis,”  said  NIAID
Director  Anthony  S.  Fauci,  M.D.  “Through  this  new  clinical  research  network,  we  will  strengthen  our  existing
research  capacity  and  address  the  most  pressing  scientific  priorities  related  to  antibacterial  resistance.”  
  
Infections  with  bacteria  resistant  to  antibiotic  drugs  were  first  reported  more  than  60  years  ago.  Since  then,
infections  with  resistant  bacteria  have  become  more  common  in  health  care  and  community  settings,  and  many
bacteria  have  become  resistant  to  more  than  one  type  or  class  of  antibiotics.  As  a  result,  medical  professionals
must  treat  infections  with  limited  treatment  options  or,  in  some  cases,  when  no  effective  antibiotics  exist.  
    
Co-­led  by  principal  investigators  Vance  Fowler,  M.D.,  of  Duke  University,  and  Henry  Chambers,  M.D.,  of  the
University  of  California,  San  Francisco,  the  leadership  group  will  design,  implement  and  manage  the  network’s
clinical  research  agenda.  In  addition  to  the  two  principal  investigators,  the  leadership  group  will  include  a  consortium
of  more  than  20  investigators  nationwide  with  experience  in  diverse  areas  related  to  antibacterial  resistance.  The
scientific  efforts  the  leadership  group  is  expected  to  undertake  include:

Conducting  early-­stage  clinical  evaluation  of  new  antibacterial  drugs

Performing  clinical  trials  to  optimize  currently  licensed  antibacterial  drugs  to  reduce  the  risk  of  resistance

Testing  diagnostics

Examining  best  practices  in  infection  control  programs  to  prevent  the  development  and  spread  of  resistant
infections

An  operations  center  at  Duke  University  will  anchor  the  network  and  provide  administrative  and  technical  support,  a
laboratory  center,  and  a  statistics  and  data  management  center.  The  network  will  address  the  priority  areas
identified  in  its  clinical  research  agenda  using  existing  NIAID  clinical  trials  infrastructure,  including  the  clinical  trial
units  that  support  NIAID’s  HIV/AIDS  clinical  trials  networks  and  Vaccine  and  Treatment  Evaluation  Units.

Planning  for  the  development  of  the  new  NIAID  clinical  trials  network  on  antibacterial  resistance  began  in  2010  in
connection  with  a  larger  effort  to  restructure  NIAID’s  HIV/AIDS  clinical  trials  networks.  NIAID  conducted  extensive
consultations  with  infectious  disease  researchers,  clinicians,  nurses,  and  patient  advocates  in  moving  forward  with
the  concept.  This  award  will  complement  NIAID’s  extensive  antimicrobial  resistance  portfolio,  which  includes  clinical
research  and  product  development,  as  well  as  clinical  trials  evaluating  optimal  utilization  strategies  for  currently
available  antibacterial  drugs.
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The  leadership  group  award  was  made  through  cooperative  agreement  1UM1AI104681.  For  more  information,

visit  Restructuring  the  NIAID  Clinical  Trials  Networks  and  NIAID's  Antimicrobial  (Drug)  Resistance  Web  page.

NIAID  conducts  and  supports  research—at  NIH,  throughout  the  United  States,  and  worldwide—to  study  the  causes

of  infectious  and  immune-­mediated  diseases,  and  to  develop  better  means  of  preventing,  diagnosing  and  treating

these  illnesses.  News  releases,  fact  sheets  and  other  NIAID-­related  materials  are  available  on  the  NIAID  Web  site

at  www.niaid.nih.gov.

About  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH):  NIH,  the  nation's  medical  research  agency,  includes  27  Institutes

and  Centers  and  is  a  component  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services.  NIH  is  the  primary  federal

agency  conducting  and  supporting  basic,  clinical,  and  translational  medical  research,  and  is  investigating  the

causes,  treatments,  and  cures  for  both  common  and  rare  diseases.  For  more  information  about  NIH  and  its

programs,  visit  www.nih.gov.
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