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Contributing to the Government of India’s National Deworming Day (NDD) efforts, the
state of Chhattisgarh implemented round four of NDD on February 10, 2017 followed by
mop-up day on February 15, 2017' . In this round, the state dewormed 75,35,352 children in
the age group of 1-19 years across all 27 districts and 146 blocks. This achievement is an
outcome of exemplary leadership from the Department of Health and Family Welfare, in
coordination with Departments of Education (DoE) including the Department of Technical
Education, and Women and Child Development (WCD). Evidence Action provided technical

assistance for program planning, implementation, and monitoring.

Total number of districts implemented | 27 27 27 27

NDD

Total number of blocks implemented | 146 146 146 146
NDD

Number of schools reporting coverage 53,782 55,374 55,374 53,127
Number of anganwadis reporting | 43,580 49,0904 49,094 47,561
coverage

Number of enrolled children | Government | 32 81,270 44,08,245 44,08,245 30,07,52
(classes 1-12) who were | Schools 0
administered albendazole | Private 11,75,877 13,12,737 13,12,737 10,08,23
on NDD and mop up day Schools 2
Number of registered children dewormed | 23,39,242 23,390,350 22,23,625 18,60,36
(1 to 5 years) at anganwadis on NDD and 6

mop up day

Number of unregistered children | 2,66,063 3,83,440 1,47,014 1,20,083
dewormed (1 to 5 years) at anganwadis on

NDD and mop up day

Number of out of school children (6-19 | 38,18615 37,009,950 6,25,249 5,49,151
years) dewormed on NDD and mop up day

including children in other category

(Industrial Training Institutes, poly

techniques, Vocational/colleges, informal

educations and others)

Total number of children dewormed (1-19 | 1,08,81,067> | 1,12,72,0303 87,16,870 75,35,35
years) 2

*Source: NDD February 2017 coverage report submitted by National Health Mission Chhattisgarh to Government of India
(Annexure A)

1 In district Gariyaband NDD was conducted on February 9, 2017 instead of February 10, 2017 due to local holiday of Razim Mahakumbh

* Figures finalised during SCM. Source: UDISE data of (2015-16) ii) MPR (Sept. 2015) Department of WCD. Out of school children and
unregistered children calculated based on Census 2011 extrapolated for 2016 excluding total children enrolled under DISE and registered
children at AWC.

* The state government revised the target based on the calculation send by districts and the new target was used during drug procurement
and drug bundling .



Evidence Action provided comprehensive technical assistance for effective NDD
implementation in February 2017, at both state and national level. At the national level, 34
states conducted NDD, targeting 340 million children. At the state level, learnings from the
previous round were incorporated across 27 districts, including all Lymphatic Filariasis
endemic districts. In line with the national guidelines, the state government committed to
deworming all children aged 1-19 years, referring to census data with reinforced strategies
for inclusion of private school children and technical institutes (Annexure A.1 and A.2). A
total of 37,348 children enrolled in technical institutes were covered in this round
(Annexure B). Taking the learning from the last NDD round in August 2016 where five
districts couldn’t implement NDD due to drug unavailability, the Department of Health
ensured procurement of required quantity of drugs and its availability at all districts well
ahead of the round for onward distribution to all schools, anganwadis and technical
institutes, through robust program planning.

A large body of rigorous scientific evidence from around the world provides a strong
rationale behind mass deworming* in places where prevalence of soil-transmitted
helminths (STH) is 20% or highers. Using existing platforms of schools and preschools for
mass deworming is a cost effective way to reach high coverage in children. Worm infections
pose a serious threat to children’s health, education, and productivity. Some of the benefits
of deworming are shown below in Figurei.
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The anganwadi and school-based NDD program in Chhattisgarh is being implemented in
the state since February 2015, with the state following the Government of India’s (Gol)
NDD operational guidelines. Key milestones are shown in figure 2 below.

4 http://www.povertyactionlab.org/publication/deworming-best-buy-development
5 «Helminth control in school-age children- A guide for managers of control programmes”: WHO, 2011



Figure 2: Chhattisgarh NDD Roadmap
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Figure 3: NDD Program Highlights

The Government of India implemented its first NDD in February 2015 and the program has
achieved high coverage at scale since its inception. Based on national level STH mapping®,
and WHO treatment guidelines, the Gol issued a notification to states recommending the

6 Prevalence mapping was led by the National for Disease Control (NCDC) and partners



appropriate treatment frequency based on prevalence data. Chhattisgarh is required to
conduct biannual deworming due to high prevalence of more than 70%.

5. State Program Implementation
5.1 Policy and Advocacy

Effective implementation of NDD program requires intensive stakeholder collaboration at
each administrative and implementation level. The Department of Health led coordination
with the Departments of Education and Women and Child Development to achieve program
goals through timely planning and implementation. The main points of inter-departmental
collaboration are displayed in Figure 4 below.

Figure 4: Efforts Towards Stakeholder Collaboration

The principal Secretaries from Departments of Health, WCD and Education chaired the
State Steering Committee meeting on December 5, 2016, with participation from key
stakeholders. Key decisions on alignment with Lymphatic Filariasis elimination program,
aligning the program target with census population, enhanced engagement of private
schools, technical institutes and timely drug procurements were taken
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