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Over 19.2 million school-age children, both enrolled and non-enrolled, will be
targeted with deworming treatment (Albendazole 400 mg) in all government schools
in Bihar on January 23, as the third round of the Bihar Mass School-Based
Deworming Program gets underway. Over 70,000 schools will take part in the program
being carried out Jjointly by the State Health Society of Bihar (SHSB) and the
Bihar Education Project Council (BEPC), with support from Deworm the World
Initiative, part of the global non-profit organization Evidence Action. The Bihar
deworming program is the largest school-based deworming program in the world to
date.

Over 50 per cent of children in Bihar are infected with parasitic worms and all
school-age children in the state are at risk of being infected at any time. One
tablet of albendazole rids the child of parasitic worms which live in the child’s
intestines and eat the nutrients the child needs for healthy mental and physical
development. This tablet is safe for both infected and non-infected children and
has a pleasant flavor.

The first round of school-based deworming in Bihar, carried out in 2011, treated
17 million children, followed by 16.33 million children in 2012. Its continued
success 1is due to the will and commitment of the political and bureaucratic
leadership in the state, as well as a robust partnership between the Government of
Bihar’s SHSB and BEPC and technical assistance partner Deworm the World
Initiative.

On Deworming Day, January 23, all school-age children will be provided the tablet
after the mid-day meal. Children who are left out on Deworming Day will be
provided the tablet on the mop up date of January 28. Non-enrolled children are
advised to have their meals at home and take the drug at the nearest school.
Children, who are unwell on the day of deworming or not had their meals, shall not
be provided with the medicine. The drug causes only mild, rare and transient side
events and 1s generally related to degeneration of the worms that have been
killed.

The SHSB has 1issued an adverse event protocol to all health facilities and
providers across the state to advice on management of any adverse events if
reported. All headmasters and schoolteachers who have been oriented on deworming
have also been briefed on adverse event management at the school level.

Research shows that children who remain infected with worms earn 43 per cent less
as adults and are 13 per cent less likely to be literate. Deworming has also been
shown to reduce school absenteeism by as much as 25 per cent.

For any further queries on the Bihar school-based deworming program, reach out to: —
Nodal Officers for BEPC- Mr. Rameshwar Pandey at 9431465957and for SHSB- Dr. Mishra 9470003022
You may also contact Ms. Priya Jha, Country Director, Deworm the World Initiative at +91- 9818780576
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