
•  A"er	  years	  of	  unsuccessful	  
a/empts	  to	  pursue	  “voluntary”	  
model	  of	  salt	  iodiza9on,	  
responding	  to	  sustained	  
advocacy	  from	  ICCIDD/UNICEF,	  
in	  2001	  the	  government	  
adopted	  a	  decree	  	  “On	  the	  
Preven+on	  of	  Iodine	  Deficiency	  
Disorders”	  

•  S9pulated	  only	  iodized	  salt	  
could	  be	  used	  in	  the	  
manufacture	  of	  processed	  
foods	  and	  in	  all	  educa9on	  and	  
health	  facili9es	  	  

•  The	  sale	  of	  non-‐iodized	  salt	  was	  
not	  prohibited,	  but	  all	  retail	  
food	  outlets	  required	  to	  have	  
iodized	  salt	  available	  

Sustainability-‐	  Belarus	  

Sergei	  Petrenko,	  Na9onal	  Coordinator,	  ICCIDD	  
Global	  Network	  Belarus	  with	  Gregory	  Gerasimov	  

and	  Michael	  Zimmermann,	  ICCIDD	  GN	  MC	  



Sustainability-‐	  Belarus	  

The	  Belarusian	  iodine	  prophylaxis	  
model	  based	  on	  the	  extensive	  use	  
of	  iodized	  salt	  in	  the	  food	  industry	  
has	  had	  sustainable	  impact.	  	  
	  
This	  approach	  is	  now	  being	  
advocated	  by	  the	  ICCIDD	  GN	  for	  
implementa9on	  by	  other	  
countries	  in	  the	  region,	  
par9cularly	  Russia	  and	  Ukraine.	  
	  
Lessons	  learned	  from	  Belarus	  –	  
translate	  to	  regional	  success	  	  



•  Chair	  Prof.	  Ta@ana	  Mokhort,	  ICCIDD	  
GN	  Na@onal	  Coordinator,	  and	  Dr.	  
Sergei	  Petrenko,	  are	  the	  driving	  
forces	  of	  this	  group	  for	  many	  years	  

•  Annual	  or	  biannual	  mee9ngs	  

•  Last	  mee9ng	  in	  November	  2013	  with	  
UNICEF	  par9cipa9on;	  produced	  a	  
summary	  report	  on	  success	  of	  
Belarus	  USI	  program	  commissioned	  
by	  ICCIDD	  GN	  in	  2013,	  for	  use	  in	  
neighboring	  countries	  in	  the	  region.	  	  

Belarus	  ICCIDD	  GN	  Na9onal	  Coali9on	  



ICCIDD	  GN	  in	  Russia	  –	  	  
never,	  never,	  never	  give	  up…	  

Consistency	  in	  efforts,	  close	  proximity	  to	  people	  with	  power	  of	  decision	  
making,	  ability	  to	  bring	  together	  mul9disciplinary	  coali9ons	  –	  all	  these	  

helped	  ICCIDD	  GN	  to	  push	  forward	  USI	  legisla@on	  in	  Russia.	  	  

IDD	  eliminated	  in	  Soviet	  
Union	  in	  the	  1960-‐70s	  

by	  salt	  iodiza9on	  

1990s,	  program	  collapse.	  
A"er	  ini9al	  ICCIDD	  success	  in	  
addressing	  IDD	  in	  1998-‐2002	  
(coverage	  increased	  from	  
near	  zero	  to	  30%),	  progress	  

stalled	  	  

Several	  a/empts	  of	  
members	  of	  State	  Duma	  
to	  adopt	  legisla9on	  on	  
USI	  were	  not	  supported	  
by	  Ministry	  of	  Health	  

Nov	  2013,	  the	  Bill	  “On	  
salt	  iodiza@on	  in	  the	  
Russian	  Federa@on”	  
was	  registered	  in	  the	  

State	  Duma	  by	  group	  of	  
high-‐ranking	  members	  
of	  its	  Health	  CommiVee	  

Advocacy	  campaign	  (policy	  
mee9ngs	  and	  parliament	  
hearings)	  supported	  by	  

UNICEF-‐GAIN,	  ICCIDD-‐GN.	  
Changing	  focus	  to	  iodized	  
salt	  use	  by	  food	  processing,	  

baking	  industries	  

Con9nued	  advocacy	  for	  
USI	  by	  ICCIDD	  a"er	  

UNICEF	  closed	  its	  office	  
in	  Russia	  in	  2012	  


