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Executive Summary

"Nutrition is a desperately neglected aspect of maternal, newborn, and child health. The reasons for this

neglect are understandable but not justifiable."

More than a third of child deaths and 11% of the total disease burden worldwide are due to maternal

and child undernutrition. These and other stark findings are the conclusions of an international

collaboration of investigators published as part of The Lancet's Maternal and Child Undernutrition

Series.
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Effective international action against undernutrition: why has it proven so difficult and what can
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