
 

Open Access Policy 

Purpose 
GiveWell’s Open Access Policy outlines our expectations for the sharing of manuscripts, data, 
and underlying code of the research that we fund. Its purpose is to ensure that research we fund 
is transparent and scrutable.  

Scope 
GiveWell’s Open Access Policy applies to all research published in a peer-reviewed journal that 
is funded, in whole or in part, by GiveWell (“Funded Manuscripts”). The Open Access policy also 
applies to any data and code underlying the Funded Manuscripts. 

The policy is effective for all grants awarded from August 1, 2025. 

Policy 
Funded Manuscripts subject to the Open Access Policy should abide by the following 
guidelines: 

1.​ Funded manuscripts will be available. As soon as possible and to the extent feasible, 
Funded Manuscripts shall be uploaded to a preapproved preprint server which applies a 
sufficient level of scrutiny to submissions. For a list of acceptable preprint servers, 
please refer to the ASAPbio preprint server database. All accepted manuscripts shall be 
deposited immediately upon publication in PubMed Central (PMC), or in another openly 
accessible repository. 

2.​ GiveWell grantees will retain copyright. Grantees shall retain sufficient copyright in 
Funded Manuscripts to ensure such Funded Manuscripts are deposited into an 
open-access repository and published under the CC-BY 4.0 or equivalent license. 

3.​ Underlying data will be accessible immediately. GiveWell requires that underlying 
data and code supporting the Funded Manuscripts shall be made accessible 
immediately and as openly as possible upon availability of the Funded Manuscripts, 
subject to any applicable ethical, legal, or regulatory requirements or restrictions. This 
policy (our “Data Access Policy”) is described in more detail below 

Data Access Policy 

What is “underlying data”? 

Underlying data includes all primary data, metadata, code, and any additional information 
needed to understand, assess, and replicate the study findings described in the Funded 
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Manuscript. These can be compiled into any file type, with access instructions and supporting 
files to ensure usability. All underlying data should comply with related legal requirements, such 
as human subjects research regulations, as well as non-legal constraints, including relevant IRB 
review and approval. Underlying data should not contain any personally identifiable information 
or other information protected by individual privacy rights. 

Depositing your data  

Before submitting your Funded Manuscript to a journal, deposit your data and code in an 
appropriate repository for your discipline or generalist repository, with the latter being acceptable 
when a discipline-specific repository is unavailable. Your repository must provide immediate 
open access and an open license to all data and related code (e.g., CC BY, CC0). It should also 
assign an identifier (e.g., DOI, accession number) to link your data to your publication.  

Examples of generalist repositories include: 

●​ Dataverse 
●​ Dryad 
●​ Figshare  
●​ Zenodo 

For more options visit, the Registry of Research Data Repositories. 

Data Availability Statements 

A Data Availability Statement (DAS) details where and how the publication’s data can be 
accessed. A DAS should be included in the Funded Manuscript, and should include where and 
how the data can be accessed, all access conditions, the dataset version, citation details, and 
contact information for inquiries. 

●​ If public data sharing is restricted due to legal or ethical reasons, provide instructions on 
how users may obtain access. 

●​ Statements such as “All data included in article” or “Data statement not applicable” are 
not sufficient. 

Where public data sharing is restricted due to legal or ethical reasons, the onus will be on the 
grantee to explain to GiveWell why this is the case. Generally speaking, we expect most of the 
research we fund to produce or make use of underlying data that are publishable, provided any 
personally identifiable information is removed or anonymized. Grantees are expected to notify 
GiveWell in advance if they expect any constraints or difficulties that could arise from following 
this policy.   

Compliance 
Compliance will be continuously reviewed, and grantees and authors will be contacted when 
they are non-compliant.  
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